&} SERMON CHEAT SHEET

MERCY DRAGS US HOME | GENESIS 19:1-38

Main Theme: God mercifully exposes our compromises and drags us out of
destruction through sovereign grace, providing the ultimate salvation we cannot
earn for ourselves.

We Become Blind to Danger

Gradual compromise with surrounding culture dulls our spiritual awareness until we no longer
recognize the destruction right in front of us. Lot moved from pitching his tent near Sodom to
sitting as an insider in its gate, adapting his moral sanity to match the wickedness around him.
We repeat this pattern when we silence internal warnings to keep our quiet comfort, ignoring
the gradual decay of our own hearts. True spiritual blindness causes us to tolerate destructive
patterns and treat God's urgent warnings as a joke.

We Linger and Bargain for Halfway Safety

When God clearly commands us to leave our patterns of sin, our self-induced paralysis often
makes us hesitate and count the earthly cost. Instead of offering full surrender, we attempt to
negotiate halfway obedience, looking for a little middle ground where we can manage our
desires on our own terms. We foolishly try to make peace treaties with patterns that are actively
working to destroy us. Partial obedience never brings true peace; it only keeps us trapped in fear
and hides us from full restoration.

God Drags Us to Safety

Our ultimate rescue depends entirely on unearned, sovereign mercy rather than our own merit
or performance. When we freeze in our disobedience and cling to decaying ruins, God
graciously grabs us by the hand to pull us out of judgment. He enacts this salvation based on
His holy covenant promises fulfilled through Jesus Christ, who bore the full penalty of our sin on
the cross. Physical relocation or church proximity cannot transform us; only Christ can change
our hearts and lead us home.

LIVE IT OUT THIS WEEK PRAYER PROMPTS
* |dentify one area of gradual compromise in e Pray for God to reveal hidden areas of moral
your routine and take an immediate step to compromise where spiritual noise has been

cut off access to that habit.

¢ Reach out to a family member or friend to
offer a overdue, unconditional apology
rather than holding on to self-righteous

tuned out over time.
¢ Ask the Holy Spirit for the courage to
surrender halfway bargains and obey God's

pride. commands without delay or hesitation.
e Replace a negotiated half-measure with full e Express gratitude to the Lord for His
obedience by completely removing a sovereign mercy in dragging us to safety

persistent temptation from your daily

- through the completed work of Jesus Christ.
environment.
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